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PAPER-CREDIT 


CONSIDERE D. 


OCTOR Brown is of opinion, 
That it is difficult to bring man- 
kind back to thought in this frivolous age. 
He may gueſs pretty right as to the higher 
claſs of men: but he muſt allow, that vir- 
tue delights to dwell between extremes; 
and, therefore, good ſenſe is to be found 
in the middle claſs of men. 


The objects, now in publick view, ſeem 


ſufficient to ſtimulate attention, and draw 


on ſerious thoughts. The ends and pur- 
poſes of our being, that foundation of mo- 
rality, may have been laughed at; and we 


muſt modeſtly put men in mind, that there 


B are 


[ 6.] 
are duties required of them by ſociety ; leſt 
the appearance of ſuch indelicate forms, as 
labour, induſtry, and application, ſhould 
fright them from their Joys, and make 
them again put on mourning, for a tedious 
length of time, for their departed fiend, 


E Be current Caſh of Ii eland. 


Upon every ſudden 3 aſtoniſh- 
ment poſſeſſes the multitude for a while; 
during which period, men often act incon- 
ſiſtently, as out of their wits ; but when 
ſurpriſe abates, men return to cool reaſon, 


and ſee the propriety or impropriety of 


their actions, and give their underſtandings 
fair play. A good underſtanding confifts 
in an activity of mind, which inveſtigates 
many objects by one dart of its powers: 
it weans the heart from its deſires, and 


the ſoul from its doubts. In the midſt 


of hurry and tumult it makes us return into 
ourſelves, and leads from the love of the 
creature to ſovereign truth, which is the 


Creator, 


The 


. 
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The invaſion of. theſe kingdoms by our 
inyeterate enemies the F rench, is the firſt 
object that preſents itſelf. F ar from de- 
preſſing, it only animates every loyal heart. 


CE £% 


The houſes of parliament, immediately con- 


cur in ſupporting government, in every 


reaſonable expence, that the exigence of 
ſtate may require; and publick credit is ſo 
high, that we are told hundreds of thou- 
fands pounds were ready to be ſubſcrib- 


ed in an hour! So much lor publick 


credit. - 


« 


Next comes a terrible object indeed, at- 
tended with a diſmal train of depreflin ng con- 


ſequences ; univerſal diſtruſt and diſmay |! 


the publick diſcovers her worſt enemies, 
treachery and fraud, fixed in her very bo- 
ſom, preying upon her vitals, and daring 
to look her in the face, after exhauſting 
half her blood: rapacious money jobbers 


the leeches, the peſt of ſociety ! 


Ba moos 


- 


[8] 
; Readineſs to relieve diſtreſs is one of the 
nobleſt acts of humanity ; and to that we 
muſt attribute the expedient for an aſſocia- 


tion to ſupport public credit, or rather pa- 
per- currency, at this time of invaſion. This 


aſſociation is ſubſcribed to by our moſt ex- 
cellent governour, the heads of the church, 
the flower of our nobility, and the moſt 
important members of the commons. Be- 


ſides, the right honourable lord mayor, al- 
dermen, and ſome citizens, have taken 
upon them to repreſent the public; and 
. hays reſolved, © That the offers, or pro- 


e poſals, made by the bankrupt bankers, 
« arc! fur, honourable, and ſatisfactory 00 
5 the public,” | 


my 


30% 


I's - propoſal, connfellor 


By Mr. M 


W-—te is appointed truſtee for his creditors, 
and ſecurities and lands veſted in him to the 
value of 147, ooo J. for the payment of 
71,0001. due to his creditors, with legal 

Ez intereſt 


191 
intereſt for his notes, and 5 I. per cent. for 
all other demands. The effect of Mr. 
M's induſtry appears to be 76,0001: 
which is eaſily accounted for from civil 
liſt remittances, &c. and his connection with 
e bankers. 


ü 


rable — e e 0 ri iht! 3 
ble N—th—1 CI—ts, and In Ge, 
eſqs; king's s council and council to the com- 
miſſioners of his majeſty's revenue, propoſe 
to give their creditors other paper, bearing 
an intereſt of 51. per cent. payable in two, 
years, by half yearly payments. The firſt 
payment in fix months. Which may be 
attended with a little inconvenience to the 
creditors, as the parliament will riſe before 
that time, and conſequently their redreſs 
may be poſtponed for eighteen months 
longer. Beſides, theſe bankers have not fa- 
voured the public with an account of the 
ſums they have conjured from the people. 
Report makes them 291 0001. which is 


more 
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$105 
more than one half of the current cath of 


the kingdom; to which · you muſt add the 


deficiency of their caſhier, on his own ac- 


count, 71, 0001. For the connection between 
them may be a very eſſential point in law, 
for their creditors to remember. They have 
not told the public what the nature of their 
effects is; or how far notes or receipts may 
affect real eſtates; or what unſettled eſtates 
they are poſſeſſed off; or how they have 
diſpoſed of the large collection they have 
made to the advantage of public credit, and 
the improvement of the trade of ſtgck- 
jobbing. All which, I ſuppoſe, IS reſerv- 

ed for a parliamentary enquiry, as the 


ſpeedieſt and moſt effectual method of re- 


35 public credit. 


1 am ſo unfortunate as to differ in opi- 


nion with my lord mayor, as to theſe pro- 
| poſals being either fair, honourable, or 


ſatisfactory; and muſt confeſs, I. am at as 
great a Joſs to underſtand, how ſupporting 
a ſet 


| [ 7 ] 


à ſet of bankrupts can be any advantage 
to public credit. So far as this palliative 
may be proved uſeful to the public, ſo far 
It may be deemed commendable: but if 

it ſhould be made a ſcreen to protect cri- 
Ally from public juſtice, and deprive 
the in jured creditor of the ſatisfaction and 
remedy the laws of his country give him ; ; 
or even to carry on the deluſion till the end 
of the feſſion of parliament, and prevent 
an enquiry into the conduct of theſe money- 
jobbers : : in all theſe caſes, it muſt be eſ- 
teemed, by every impartial reaſoner, the 
higheſt inſult and aggravation of our diſtreſs. 
To ſet this in a clear light there are to be 


conſidered, iſt, What the laws of the coun- 
try are with relation to men who exerciſe 
the craft or trade of bankers, under which 
the mercantile laws of bills of exchange are 
to be remembered, and what ſanction is 


given to them by the legiſlature. By our 


law books, „The reaſon and cuſtom of bills 


of exchange is for the expedition of trade 


« and 
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« and it's ſafety; and to hinder the ex- 


ee portation of coin out of the kingdom.” 
6 Mod. 29. 


By the act of 8th Geo. I. c. 14. cc Any 


banker iſſuing out promiſſary notes; pay- 


te able on demand, or at a certain day, and 


* ſhall not pay ſuch notes; he, his heirs, 


e &c. are liable to legal intereſt for the ſame ; 
ce the plaintives may have their action and 


judgment. Bankers concealing themſelves 
are liable to actions. Conveyance of their 
ce eſtates after abſconding void, as to their 


ce creditors.” N. B. Quere, whether a per- 


ſon, in privilege, can be ſaid to abſcond; and 


if he makes conveyances and enrolls them 


during privilege, it may give riſe to a a point 


of law. 


The laws of the exchequer, treaſury, and 
revenue muſt be conſidered, to ſee how far 
the ſervants of the crown, concerned in the 
care of its treaſure, are prohibited from traf- 


fic. Merchants are excluded from being 
| bankers 
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[ 23 ] 
bankers by a late act: whether the reaſon 


for it is plauſible or ſolid is a queſtion, 


2dly, We conſider what the rules of 
bankers are in the light of fair traders. 


Thoſe men, that mind their buſineſs and 


make a conſcientious uſe of the truſt repoſed 


in them, know that money, depoſited in 
their hands, is like their ſoul, to be rendered 


up upon demand: they are therefore punctual 


in diſcharge of that truſt, and contented with 


a moderate, but honeſt profit. But when 


paper-credit gets into the hands of men of 


power, who think themſelves as much above 


honeſty, as they are above the mechanic 
part, this paper-credit becomes a moſt dan. 


gerous inſtrument of deſtruction to the whole 


community. All monopolies are dangerous 
to trade; but a money monopoly will ſap 
the foundation of the beſt formed conſtitu- 


tion that ever was eſtabliſhed. 


A multiplicity of loans, or too great a cir- 


culation of paper-credit, is dangerous to every 


C ſtate, 
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[14] 
ſtate, when theſe loans have not commerce 
for their object. Luxury commences the 
ruin of families; the reſource of borrowing 
ſoon finiſhes them, and draws after it the 
ruin of the ſtate by making men venal. 
Poſtlethwait aſſerts, that there is not one 
fourth of the landed property of England in 
the ſame families that poſſeſſed it at the Re- 
volution ; which change he attributes entirely 
to paper-credit, which commenced about 
that period of time. Had theſe bankrupts 
continued five years, he might have made 
the ſame comfortable remark here: there- 
fore every man, that wiſhes to continue his 
eſtate in his family, will look with a careful 
eye to the tranſactions of ſuch bankers. 


The year after the breaking of the three 


banks, all dealers admitted, there never was 
more ſpecie in Ireland; which ſhews, that 


we may have money, if we pleaſe. 


While there is ſuch a præmium given in 


England, as has been given during this war, 
and 


15 

and ſtocks continue low, money changers 
will venture their necks, by ſacrificing the 
public to their private profit. Sir Iſaac New- 
ton, who was maſter of the mint in England, 
remarks, that, upon a ſmall miſtake in 
valuing the French Piſtoles, the Jews, in fix 
weeks time, threw in upon England 
400, ooo l. A much worſe fraud was com- 
mitted in Ireland. Quadruple piſtoles had a 
currency by proclamation at 31. 13 8. a pro- 
digious number were imported of an impu- 
rer gold, which, upon examination, were 
defective about 1s. 6d. each; the council 
rectified their miſtake, but 50,000 l. worth 
had paſſed into the hands of the pulic ; but 
who circulated them was never enquired 
about by any of our ſtate Argus's : whether 
any of them were bankers at that time, I 
know not; but ſure I am, that this repeated 
plunder of the people calls aloud for juſtice. 


3dly, We muſt examine what detriment 


the public may receive from this loſs of its 


circulating cath, according to the Roman 
* law, 
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[ 16 ] 
law, Nequid detrimenti reſpublica capiat, 
from the conſpiracies, aſſociations or proceed- 


ings of individuals. 


To return to the point of theſe fair, ho- 
nourable and ſatisfactory propoſals, I ſhall 


beg leave to aſk this queſtion; * If the laws 


*of my country give me a better remedy 
© againſt a perſon that injures me, than he 
condeſcends to offer me, would any man 
© in his ſenſes, except a lord mayor, ſay, 
© that it was fair or ſatisfactory ?? Now be- 
hold the ſtatute of Geo. I. ſays, © A banker 
© ſhall pay legal intereſt for his notes.” But a 
banker receives my caſh upon a greater con- 
fidence, and I only take his accountable re- 
ceipts: he ſhuts up, and tells me he will 
give me five per cent. I take © all other 
« demands,” in Mr. M s propoſal, to 
include accountable receipts. I am ſure the 
right honourabe receivers make uſe of the 
fame quibble, to evade the law of legal 
intereſt. Is this fair, honourable, and ſatis- 


factory? does not this create a diffidence of 
| lawyers ? 


(17 ] 
lawyers? who are bankers to receive but 
only receivers, when called upon to pay ! Let 
us remember the law proceedings, the law 
truſtees, and the law agents, for the creditors 
of Burton's bank. It has been near thirty 
years in the courts; and, a very few years 
ago, they contrived to get an act of parlia- 
ment, to oblige the creditors to compound 
for any ſum that ſhould be agreed to by 
two thirds of the creditors, notwithſtanding 
they owned there was a fund ſufficient to 
pay each perſon their principal and intereſt, 
But hold, ſay theſe money-jobbers, we great 
men are not to be treated like mechanics; 
we know better than to put ourſevles in the 
power of the law. Two of us, by profeſſion, 
are maſters of evaſion. We are not bankers; we 
only condeſcend to receive our friends money, 
and give accountable receipts, Let us ſee how 
your banker's Act can take hold of us, or our 
eſtates. But we would rather not talk of 
theſe affairs in parliament time; becauſe 
they have an old faſhioned method of trying 


people on what the law calls a malum in ſe, 
It 


[ 218 ] 

It may be neceſſary to know, how theſe 
honourable receivers (the old proverb ſays 
© The receiver is as bad as the thief,”) are 
come- at- able? where are their eſtates and 
ſecurities veſted? what would be the con- 
ſequence of the death (I mean, in a natural 
way) of any of the partners, in leſſening the 
value of their ſecurities to their creditors ? 
and is not the immediate ſeizing on the rea] 
and perſonal eſtates of the delinquents likely 
to give more ſecurity than their promiſe ? be- 
ſides, perſons, whoſe ſouls are poſſeſſed with 
avarice, might think, with the miſer in the 
comedy, © What a world of money might 
« be ſaved, had I hanged myſelf yeſterday !” 


The public has ſwallowed ſo many pills, 
for theſe laſt ſeven years, from theſe worthy 
friends, that men imagine any crudity wil} 
go down, ſince the Draper is dead, and 
they had power to baniſh Lucas. Alas! 
poor Ireland! what a nciſe and buſtle your 
ſurly dean made about a few bad half-pence! 
what a foaming your medal-patriots made 

about 


. * * 
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[19] 


about the purſe of the nation! yet no one 


had eyes to ſee the thief in the candle. Who 


ſcreened the filers of guineas? who intro- 
duced bad quadruples? who managed Dil- 
lon's bank, ſo as to leave the creditor not 
above 28. 6d. in the pound? the ſame of 


Lenox's. The quakers had no connection 


with power; ſo their creditors won't loſe 
much by them. Can any one compute 
how much this poor country has ſuffered 
from all this rapine and villany? 


While the great are vying with each 
other in every act of luxury, they little con- 
ſider the diſtreſs of ruined tradeſmen, help- 
leſs widows and orphans; the broken 
farmer; the miſery and diſtreſs attending on 
every ſtoppage of. the current caſh, which is 


the blood of ſociety; the merchant, and 


every kind of dealer, whoſe little capital is 
detained from them. What is 5 l. per cent. 
to a manufacturer, who ought to make ;01. 
The ſupport of him and his family is but a 


drop of water in their ocean of riches; yet 


the 


[ 20 ] 
the want of it is miſery and ruin, the poor 


man's lot. And certainly whatever deſtroys 


trade, muſt ſoon leſſen the value of lands. 
To what are we indebted for all this con- 
fuſion ? To the pride, avarice, and ambition 
of a few, .to whoſe heated imagination no- 


. thing could appear too high or too low ; even 


the very government of the kingdom they 


thought to poſſeſs with the ſame eaſe Mr, 
Bays brings about his revolution in the Re- 
hearſal, v/z. © Brother, III ſeize this, while 
you ſeize tother chair.” 7 


The ſons of Mammon are reckoned wiſer, 
in their generation, than the children of 
light. When a pyramid is to be raiſed, a 
knowing man forms the baſe equal to the 
intended height. The rights and properties 


of other men were but a ſmall obſtruction, 
eaſily ſwallowed up in a ſcheme to mono- 


polize the whole caſh of a kingdom. To 
vulgar dull heads their ſcheme ſeemed ra- 
ther hypothetical than practical: yet, when 


we conſider that the public revenues amounts 
to 


AV 
RR 


ol 
to near 700,0001. a year, how eaſy is it for 
officers civil or military, or belonging to courts 
of chancery or law (for depoſits . of money 
muſt be made, and maſtersin chancery arenot 
| ſuch fools, as to keep it locked up) to call 
on ther friends and take bills for their money? 
Then your borrowers-of money, a grazier, 
a lord, or a gentleman, want a thouſand 
pounds; they are always fo polite to take 
bills; ſo circulation enſues; at laſt 352,000 I. 
ſticks behind. Beſides, whatever rents the 
borrower has are paid into the bank, to the 
great damage of country agents Moreover, 
young heirs are careſſed; Sir, you may 
„ have what money you pleaſe. The 
9 uſurers are the gentecleſt fellows and 
© beſt friends in the world. Till Nicodemus 
has got ſo deep in the mire, he cannot get 
out. A ſpider is a generous inſect to ſuch 
fly-catchers. Pa 


c 


hurt the ſecret of the deficiency depends 
upon a view of their books; if ſome Mr. 
Knight has not whipped them away. There 
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a committee will ſee what capital theſe ad- | 


ventures ſet out upon ; how much caſh each 


depofited ; what the nature of the eſtate was 


they veſted, and in whom: for it is almoſt 
ridiculous to mention what they gave out 
themſelves, viz, that each of the .three was 
30,0001. in debt for purchafes, and encum- 


brances on their eſtates. The more a man's 


affairs are perplexed, eſpecially when in the 
cuſtody of men of the law, the worſe his ſe- 


curity. This ſeems to be laughing at the 
genius of Ireland, as if nothing but a bull 


would go down: or elſe, the old adage 
takes place, © Quos deus vult perdere, prius 
« dementat.” Their whole proceeding de- 


monſtrates an inſolent contempt of all their 


fellow ſubjects, and introduces a ſuſpicion of 


a ſupport ſomewhere; but where, I ſhall 


] prefides in Ire- 


not name, while a R: 


land; for the old cant of jacobite, papiſt, 


and diſaffected will never deceive him, 
though it did poor lord H. n, while he 


ſees men are enquiring after a truth, that 


wull reſtore vigour and ability to a loyal 
| and 


$24] 


and abuſed people. In England, the cheat- 


ing the people by paper bubbles is nolaugh- 
ing matter, as Mr. A y, chancellor of 
the exchequer, experienced in the ſouth- 
ſea direction. He was detected, and ob- 
liged to retire for life; though he had craft 
enough to preſerve a miniſterial fortune. 
Mr. W e, afterwards S—r R t, was 
expelled for touching a little about a forage 
contract. The Charitable Corporation alſo, 
erected to ſupport public credit, and ſerve 
the poor, proved a ſet of villains; they 


% 


could not prevail on the miniſtry, or mayor 
of London, to certify their deeds were 


fair, honourable and ſatisfactory. Such 
members as were of the houſe of commons 


were expelled, their eſtates ſeized, and they 


thrown into goal. Recolle& theſe learned 


gentlemen's own arguments againſt A——r 


NI], eſq; and it will convince 


you of the indecency of their fitting any 


longer in a houſe of parliament. If they 


are bankers, let them, for honeſty's ſake, 


ſhew their faces behind their counters to 
ory: the: 


tal 


their os” out of privilege. Had the 
prime miniſter of England, the treaſurer, and 
his majeſty's council, learned in the laws, en- 
tered into ſuch a combination to draw to th em- 
ſelves, out of the pockets of a deluded peo- 
ple, half the ſpecie in the kingdom, What 
power could have ſaved them ? 


No body can throw ſuch a reflection on 
the capacities of theſe eminent men, as not 
to acknowledge, they muſt have acted 


againſt full conviction of the injury they 


were doing their country. Human frailties 
ſeem to require compaſſion from one man 
to another, as the animal paſſions are apt 
to prevail over the powers of the mind: 


but fraud, treachery, and vindictive ſpite 


and deceit; are acts of the mind, and im- 
ply malice and fore thought; therefore not 
erculpable. 


But, ſay the advocates for paper- credit, 
© What have theſe gentlemen done ? have 


8 they acted againſt any act of parliament, 
© which 
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© which excludes judges, king's council, or 
© privy counſellors from being bankers ?” 
They have acted wilfully and fraudently 
againſt the firſt of all laws, the good of the 
public. There is a law of Hen. VIIL which 


makes the deſtroying the munitions of war 


treaſon. I don't think it expreſly ſays, that 
blowing up a magazine of powder, when 
the enemy is at the gates, is treaſon; yet 
if any one pleaſe to try the experiment, I 
fancy he will ſuffer the pains and penalties 
of treaſon. It is ſaid in hiſtory, that the 
famous Spaniſh Armada was ſtopt for three 


weeks by an Engliſh merchant's draughts 


upon Genoa. We are at this inſtant 
threatened. with a like invaſion : but our 
good patriots, ſtateſman, fair, honourable 
and ſatisfactory receivers and bankers, have 
ſtopped payment for ſeven eighths of the ſpecie 
of the kingdom, computing it at 400,000 l. 
Our good and faithful friends, their High 


Mightineſſes the States General, have not 


aſſiſted his Gallic majeſty ſo effectually, 
as the tranſporters of caſh out of this 
PERS. king- 
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kingdom; which muſt be all laid upon the 
poor Papiſhes, as they are called, ('tis poſ- 
fible ſome Papiſt may have a hand in it;) 
but of all- the bold ſtrokes, the advertiſing 
that the ſtoppage of payment, is owing - to 
the want of ſpecie, is the moſt daring! 
In the name of truth, who exported it ? 
and where can the impreſſion lie ſo ſtrong, 
as againſt the people that have received it, 
and made the moſt remittances, and had 
the greateſt profits for ſo doing. Was not 
all the money they received paid into Mr. 
 M—— Ts bank? It makes them rich, but 
the people poor indeed! The gentlemen of 
the law will not deny, that there are ways 
of being guilty of treaſons at Common 
Law, and thoſe treaſons not ſpecified in our 


books of ſtatutes. Suppoſe perſons intruſted 


with the wealth, ſecurity, or happineſs of 
-a kingdom; yet knowingly pervert that 
truſt to the. ruin of that people, who pay 
them immenſe ſalaries to protect and defend 
them; is not this treaſon ? | 


8 je fa Again? 
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Again, their advocates ſay, how unrea- 
ſonable is all this? have not theſe honeſt 
gentlemen been at the trouble to get opi- 
nions, from eminent lawyers, to ſatisfy you 
their eſtates are alienable? True; but, 
fellow-citizen, cavero, Have you ſeen the 
caſe they ſtated ? will theſe eminent law- 
yers ſay their eſtates were alienable for their 
receipts? or do they mean, that ſuch eſtates, 
as are in their power, free from enrolments, 
ſettlements, entails or judgments, will be 
liable to their notes, when they commence 
bankers under the ſtatute of the 8th of Geo, 
I. which they mean to do, by giving paper 
notes for their receipts ? I believe theſe great 
lawyers will allow, that if a man breaks 
my deſk, and takes my caſh, the law will 
hang him, though he offers his note for 
the money. And in the law of reaſon, 
the man that breaks his faith, has broke 
the maſter lock of ſociety. Let us remem- 
ber that the ſum due is 3 50, ooo l. Have 
theſe gentlemen, in a year and a few 
months, amaſſed 20, ooo l. a year in lands 


and 


- 
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and ſecurities? for if they have not, al- 
Jowing the law the moſt moderate pro- 
portion it ever got, (conſidering them as 
'Amicus's) yet, at leaſt, one fourth of the 
capital muſt reſt in the courts of law, con- 
ſidering the number of law-ſuits neceſſary 
to recover ſo much money, the bills to be 
filed, &c. &c. Why, it is work for half a 
century at leaſt! and would the law hurt 


ſuch noble benefactors? My friends, though 


I live at Derry, yet, if the plague was in 


the centre of the kingdom, I ſhould not 
think myſelf ſafe: beſides, I have ſome 


feeling for my fellow creatures and neigh- 


bours. We have got into Polyphemus's 


cave, where the cunningeſt Ulyſſes of us all 


can only expect the favour of being the laſt 
ſwallowed up. Yet, my lord mayor pro- 
claims them HonouRABLE MEN! Jugurtha 
would reply, © Venalis civitas et mox 
'« peritura, fi emptorem inveneris The 
aſſociation of ſo many reſpectable per- 
ſons muſt have great influence: but to per- 
ſons, who deal more in demonſtration than 


implicit 
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implicit faith, they cannot readily compre- 
hend how an indiſcriminate taking of bank 
ers and bankrupts notes, in all manner of 
payments, (which, by the by, will make 
them equitable tenders to thoſe that have 


aſſociated, and which the law was wile 
enough to guard them againſt) can be either 
prudent, or ſafe, or advantageous to the 


public; as it is forcing a credit. Would 
not an Engliſh or Dutch goldſmith, regular 


men of buſineſs, and in full credit, think 
themſelves highly injured by being put on 
a footing with bankrupts? But in thoſe 


countries, the whole ſpecie of the kingdom 


doth not paſs through the treaſury every 
eight months. They ſtand upon their own 


bottom, and are not apprehenſive of being 
ruſhed by undue influence : therefore will 


not ſubmit to, ſuch indignities. The-afſo- 
ciation alſo mentions the cauſe. of their 


ſhutting up, owing to the ſcarcity of coin; 


and who, in the name of wonder, made 


that. ſcarcity, a. Theſe Receivers tell you, 


with Set ſang Froid, we only picked your 
has” =: pockets, 


* * 


1 300 
pockets, our caſhier MI negociated ? 
there is ſuggeſtion and connection for you, 


and thereby they mean to eſtabliſh credit, 


like the eighty-ſix weavers votes in the 


Dublin election. Upon the whole, the 


kingdom is drained of the finews of war, 
and the trade of the current coin; and Ire- 
land has but one trial more to make, viz. 
Whether ſhe ſhall be redreſſed for the in- 
juries ſhe has received, or private corrup- 
tion is mighty enough to weigh her down 
in the ſcale of juſtice. But let us not be 


depreſſed under our calamity. The good- 
neſs of providence often ſmiles out in mercy, 


when we think ourſelves moſt unhappy. 


This apparent evil may prove our delive- 


rance from wicked men, and reſtore moral 


honeſty and confidence amongſt mankind, 


by ſupporting the juſt and fair dealer, and 
puniſhing the harpies of lawleſs power, 
fraud and corruption in every * | 
The conſternation attending a general 
_—_ is apt to cat a * upon every 
| indi- 


Py. 
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individual: each man, with reaſon, thinks 


himſelf unequal to cope with the combined 
powers of riches, craft, and faction; for 


Saturn has his Satellities, and undue in- 
fluence. But let them remember, that a 
good heart will always find means to ſerve 
his country. Look but to England, and, 
ſee the glorious deeds of one honeſt man. 
He has drove the wicked from before the 
throne, and our gracious ſovereign ſhines 


forth in all his native luſtre to bleſs a grate- 


ful people; while his faithful miniſter has 


almoſt miraculouſly reſtored vigour. and 
proweſs to a drooping, debilitated country; 


5 
and ſhewed the world that virtue alone is 
fit to triumph, is fit Io govern mankind. 


Will he, who ſaved his mother country, 
facrifice her ſubjects in this, or give it up 
a prey to cormorants, the ſycophants of 
power? It cannot be; nay, nor it muſt not 


be, without we can ſuppoſe, 


Her children will ſtand by and fee 
40 Their — ſlain; or raviſh d be.” 
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Can any freeman forget that ſpirited law 
of Athens, that deems every neutral man 


an enemy to his country, who did not take 


ſome part in her diſtractions. An open 


enemy is leſs to be feared than a timid luke- 


warm friend. The Roman ſpirit honours 
her conſul, for not deſpairing i in her utmoſt 


calamity, | No, my countrymen, though 


you have been duped, deceived, and abuſed 
by ſubtle, ſelfiſh, deſigning, ambitious men» 
who uſed” your honeſt ſpirit of liberty but 


as a footſtep to raiſe them to grapple — 


the throne : their inſult to majeſty, an 


treachery to you, was one and the ſame ry 


yet, to pleaſe you, they were rewarded with 
every mark of honour and diſtinction; 3 and 
now they deſpiſe, laugh at, and cheat you, 
I know that there are ſome gloomy minds, 


that think, as Salluſt writes of the Roman 


nobility of his time, and even include the 
reverend prelates, « Tnertiflimi nobiles, in 
quibus, ſicut in ſtatua, præter nomen 


* nihil eſt addita menti.”, Others ſhake 
on heads and cry out af but 58 have 
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ſigned, 
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ſigned,” and, of thoſe, not above a baker's 
dozen but are placed or promiſed. How 
can we hope men will attend, when every 
thing is myſteriouſly: managed by a junto. 


What's the meaning of theſe new powers 


* 


of calling, if they don't mean to pr—r—g—e' 
ſuddenly? Away with ſuſpicion; you have 


an honourable and honeſt ſet of truſtees; 


they will call every man to his place. Can 


you think thoſe dauntleſs patriots; who bid 
power defiance, and talked of Tiberius, 
.- tyranny, and faddling. Ball, and bears, and 
wWuhat not; and would do no buſineſs, till 
4 a they aſſerted: the rights of parliament: to lay 
| 9 their reſolution relating to penſions before 
the throne; who relieved the ſoldiers from 
A ſmall dues, by ſettling 4,000 1. a year upon 
the ſervants of offices out of the c—y—1 
© liſt. Will they let theſe things paſs to your 
| 1 ruin? No, they clearly ſee that vacant em- 
9 ployments muſt be filled up; that the higheſt 
% recommendation, in theſe halcyon dayss 
4 are abilities capable of preſerving your con- 
> fitution: and - liberties ; and every ſucking 


lawyer 
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lawyer knows, hs ch—l—r Weſt got his 


preferment, by the figure he made, at the 
tryal of the biſhop of Rocheſter. But 


above all, a remnant is left of men who 


never ſwerved from their duty to the pub- 
lic ; and, by the power of his g—ce, the deſ- 
cendant of the glorious lord R 


heir to. the crown had imbibed principles 


Inconſiſtent with the rights and liberties of 


freemen, now fits a repreſentative for the 


people of Ireland. Every county, every 
epreſentatives for 


ve the enquiry, 
and obtain ſatisfaction fog the injured pub- 


voice will call upon their 
juſtice: a R 1 ſhall 


lic; or, by impeaching the criminals, re- 
vive part of your dormant conſtitution, 
This will reſtore faith and confidence among 
mankind. Induſtry will | flouriſh, when 


the labouring man is ſecured againſt that 
fraud, which ſwallows at once the fruits of 


his patience and care. Men will be wiſe 
enough to live agreeable to their circum- 
ſtances, Reaſon will ſupplant luxury. Ire- 


I, who 
brought in the excluſion-bill, becauſe the 
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1 
land will renew it's ſtrength, like the eagle, 


Every man will be ſecure from uſurers un- 
der his own vine. Our power will be equal 
to our loyalty, and public credit appear in 
her natural ſhape, and confound that phan- 
tom paper uſury, that now aſſumes her 
form. | 


I am your faithful Servant, 
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